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6th Edition In-Depth: Point-of-Care Testing
Each month we highlight a section of the new 6th edition hospital
standards. This series of articles provides a closer look at areas of
concern for JCI-accredited hospitals and any health care
organization focused on patient safety and quality improvement.
Standard AOP.5.1.1: A qualified individual is responsible for the
oversight and supervision of the point-of-care testing program.

The College of American Pathologists (CAP) defines POCT as
“testing that is performed near or at the site of a patient with the result leading to a
possible change in the care of the patient.” POCT is usually performed by nonlaboratory trained individuals such as nurses, physicians, nursing assistants, and
anesthesia assistants, among others. The primary advantage to POCT is the faster
turn-around time for results. An additional advantage is that these tests often
require less sample volume than tests performed in the laboratory.
The increased availability and use of POCT is being influenced by many factors,
such as industry trends to move towards patient-centered care and health care
decentralization; the increasing prevalence of infectious diseases, a growing
incidence of lifestyle diseases such as diabetes, heart disease, and hypertension; as
well as advances in technologies. The use of POCT can increase the efficiency of
services and improve outcomes for patients. However, the variability of the testing
environment and conditions as well as the competency of staff performing the tests
may have an impact on the quality and accuracy of POCT results. To ensure that
POCT is performed safely and correctly, hospitals must have a clearly defined and
well-structured approach to POCT.
Click to here to read the full article.
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Is your organization embarking on its JCI accreditation
journey? Look to the Pathway to Accreditation for guidance.
Know that we are always here to help support you with advisory
services*, educational events, publications, and more. The
Pathway to Accreditation is the perfect resource for
organizations at any stage of the accreditation process.
Click here to visit the Pathway.

JCI’s 2018 Education Programs: Your Next Step on the JCI
Journey
JCI’s lineup of education events continues to build, offering
JCI-approved coursework in convenient locations throughout
the world. Have you seen our Event Calendar webpage? It
offers a complete list of JCI Education Events at a glance. Click
on the links to register or learn more. More events will be
announced soon. We hope to see you in 2018!
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